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Her  name  is  Asta.  She  was  bom  in  Saar- 
briicken,  of  an  unknown  father.  How¬ 
ever,  it  is  known  that  both  her  parents 
were  shepherds.  Asta  is  a  fine  lass,  extremely 
reliable,  affectionate  and  hard-working.  Her 
job  is  to  lead  about  a  poor  blind  man  who  is 
unable  to  use  his  arms.  It  took  Asta  seven 
months — a  long  time  for  a  dog — to  learn  to 
open  doors  for  him  and  do  other  little  things 
necessitated  by  his  handicap.  She  served  her 


der  Heiden 

apprenticeship  at  the  training  school  of  Saar- 
briicken-Burbach. 

Asta  was  a  year  old  at  the  time,  like  rnost  or 
the  others  that  were  preparing  to  be  seeing-eye 
dogs.  She  had  been  bought  by  a  tall,  dark  man, 
August  Bauer,  forty-eight  years  old,  a  former 
barber  of  Saarbriicken. 

Bauer  had  always  been  fond  of  dogs,  when 
he  returned  from  the  war  in  1945  >  found  a 
heap  of  ruins  where  his  barber  shop  had  been. 
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As  he  tried  to  decide  about  his  future,  it  occurred 
to  him  that  he  might  do  something  useful  with 
dogs.  With  his  remaining  savings,  Bauer  rented 
a  piece  of  land  from  the  real-estate  board  and 
set  himself  up  in  the  Matzenburg  quarter,  just 
outside  of  town. 

Since  then,  August  Bauer  has  been  living  with 
dogs  and  turning  them  into  “eyes  with  cold 
noses”  for  the  war  bhnded.  The  big  stone  ken¬ 
nel,  which  he. himself  built,  houses  about  twenty- 
five  dogs  in  winter  and  about  thirty  in 


summer. 

At  first  the. dogs  had  better  accommodation 
than  Bauer  and  his  family,  who  lived  in  a  crude 
hut  on  the"?  same  property.  The  former  barber 
has  j  since  made  it  few  improvements  in  his  home, 
though  without  neglecting  the  dogs.  They 
have  a  kitchen  where  the  master  prepares  their 
food  (a  mash  of  oats,  rice,  dough  and  meat),  a  com¬ 
plete  pharmacy  in  case  of  accident  or  illness,  and 
an  underground  shelter  where  the  boarders’ 
meat  is  kept  cool.  Each  consumes  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  pound  a  day. 

Bauer  buys  the  dogs  when  they  are  a  year  old. 
He  takes  only  shepherds.  “They  are,”  he  says, 
“the  only  ones  whose  instinct  is  absolutely  sure.” 
Females  are  preferred  because  they  are  gentler 
and  more  docile. 

He  is  guided  in  his  choice  by  a  trained  instinct. 
Not  all  sheep-dogs  make  good  seeing-eye  dogs, 
but  Bauer  very  seldom  makes  a  mistake.  “I 
can  feel  whether  a  puppy  is  right  for  the 
job.” 

The  training  usually  lasts  from  ■  ten  to  twelve 
weeks  (Asta  was  an  exceptional  case).  Bauer 
works  with  the  dogs  every  day.  Lessons  begin 
in  the  morning.  The  kennel  is  run  like  a  school, 
except  for  the  fact  that  each  pupil  receives  three 
or  four  hours  of  individual  instruction  every 
day. 

The  four-legged  pupils  learn  to  know  and 


respect  all  the  obstacles  to  be  found  in  city  and 
country:  ditches,  posts,  bridges,  sidewalks,  fences, 
blind  alleys  and  even  letter  boxes  against  which 
blind  persons  may  stumble. 

When  the  pupil  has  learned  to  help  a  blind 
man  avoid  such  dangers  and  has  shown  that  he 
is  intelligent  enough,  he  is  “ready  for  service.” 
However,  this  is  not  all.  The  essential  thing 
is  that  he  be  able  to  get  along  well  with  his  future 
master.  At  this  point  the  psychological  training 
begins. 

The  blind  man  himself  must  go  to  Matzenburg 
in  order  to  get  to  know  his  future  friend.  He 
lives  there  for  ten  days,  during  which  time  dog 
and  master  must  get  used  to  each  other.  The 
first  three  days  are  quite  trying.  The  friendship 
has  to  take  hold.  There  are  cases  in  which  the 
blind  person  gets  tense  and  nervous,  lacks  con¬ 
fidence  and  fails  to  inspire  it  in  the  animal.  If 
this  happens,  it  is  better  not  to  force  things  and 
to  choose  another  dog. 

The  ten-day  trial  period  has  four  phases:  in 
open  territory,  in  a  rural  area,  in  a  small  town 
and  in  a  city  (with  big  stores,  busy  streets,  auto¬ 
mobiles,  streetcars,  railroad  stations,  etc.). 

At  the  end  of  this  stage  man  and  dog  have 
become  fast  friends.  For  the  equivalent  of 
about  $85  (^51  for  the  training  and  $34  for  the 
dog)  the  blind  person  has  a  conscientious  and 
hard-working  guide  who  is  completely  taken  up 
with  his  responsibilities. 

Bauer’s  training  school  is  only  one  of  many. 
There  are  training  centers  in  the  United  States, 
Great  Britain,  Germany,  Belgium,  Switzerland 
and  France.  The  former  barber,  however,  is 
probably  the  only  trainer  to  export  his  dogs. 
Three  of  them  are  working  in  France  and  three 
in  Luxemburg.  His  greatest  satisfaction  comes 
in  knowing  that  his  pupils  are  a  credit  to  him. 
“Of  the  seventy  dogs  I  have  trained,”  he  says 
proudly,  “only  two  were  unable  to  fulfill  their 
duties.” 
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